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        Jesus said to them again,  
                                                                               “Peace be with you. As my Father has sent me, so I send you.” 

                                                                                                                                                                 John 20:21 
 
 

 

Greetings, friends! 
 

   The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the daily reality of our lives more than we could have predicted two months 

ago. I am so thankful to all of you for the many ways that you have adapted as well as how you continue to offer 

Christ’s love in new ways. While I miss seeing all of your faces we remain committed to being the church by 

worshipping God, feeding the hungry and caring for all of God’s children.  
 

   While we do not know yet when we will gather in person again, it has become clear that whenever that is, we will 

need to make important adaptations to certain ministries, including worship. The Servant Leadership Board will be 

meeting soon to begin those discussions and will be consulting with health professionals, other churches and some 

of you as we begin to think through those future decisions. We are excited that our virtual worship options have been 

reaching many of our members, new visitors, as well as people who have not been able to worship with us regularly 

for a number of reasons. This helps us to recognize that some of our adjustments will include continuing to offer a 

variety of ways to engage through radio, internet and eventually in-person.  
 

   We also recognize that switching so much of our life to online platforms overnight has been difficult for some of 

you. Included in this month’s Chimes is an outline for a worship/devotion time that you can do at home. It uses the 

same scriptures and themes that we will be using for our Sunday worship so that we can continue to be formed 

together even while we are apart. It is our hope that the at-home worship plan can be used independent of the online 

worship or as a supplement for those interested in both.  
 

   Finally, some of you have wondered what you can do to help during this season. Below are just a few ideas for 

now, and look for other ideas as we move forward together.  

1. Stay connected: Call someone every day, send a card, reach out to let others know that you care, stay 

informed via email, Facebook and the Chimes. 

2. Make cloth masks. Our local health care facilities have requested them and it has been suggested that 

everyone wear them in public places for the next year. If you can make some extras to have available in 

our health facilities as well as at the church, that is a great way to help care for others.  

3. Continue to give: without meeting in person and regularly taking up an offering, our resources will begin 

to decrease while the community need will be increasing. We want to be able to continue to support and 

even grow in our outreach to the community. Checks can be mailed to Trinity UMC, you can set up 

automatic payments with your bank or we recently set up online giving at https://giv.li/bvw36f 

4. Prayer: Lift up the needs of the community and the world to God. Look around and notice the signs of 

new life, of joy and of love all around you. Offer your joys and your concerns to God as you seek 

guidance to grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  
 

   Once again, thank you for your love of God and neighbor. May we all feel the peace of Christ as we continue to 

grow as disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  
 

Pastor Megan 

from Pastor Megan 

https://giv.li/bvw36f


  
Heart of the Matter: A Guide for At-Home Worship 

 
As you prepare for worship each week, either as a family, as an individual, or if you 
are joining us live online at 10:30am, or on WIMA at noon, we invite you to prepare 
your space and your heart for worship.  
 
 
 

You are encouraged to gather the following before worship. 

1. A candle. As we light a candle each week, let it remind us that Christ is with us wherever we are. 
2. A worry stone: any stone will do. You might want to draw or paint a heart on your stone. 
3. Bible: You can follow along as it is read or read it yourself if you are worshipping on your own. 
4. Something to play music on. There will be music suggestions for those doing this on your own. 

 
SPEND TIME (Consider beginning worship each week this way) 

 
Easter is not just a day. It is a whole season of time when we remember that Jesus’ Spirit lives on in each one of us. 
In the Bible, the early church was described in this way:  
 

“Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.”  (Acts 2: 46-47a) 

 
So over the next few weeks, we are following our ancestor’s traditions. We are creating a “temple” of worship in our 
hearts whether we can be physically together or not. By sharing in words and music and breathing and praying and 
moving together, we will stay connected. The earliest Christians worshiped in their homes before they had churches, 
and so will we, until we can meet again in our sanctuaries. Because at the “heart of the matter,” we are connected 
through the Spirit that makes us one in love. 
 
 

Opening Act of Centering Our Hearts as One 
 

We are going to center our hearts as one to begin. Let’s take a deep breath together. 
I invite you to place your hand on your heart and let’s lightly tap together in a slow heartbeat rhythm  

[Do this for a bit and then continue speaking as the heartbeat tapping continues]… 
 

Holy Living God, Heartbeat of Creation, 
help us to take this time to center on you, for you made us, you gave us life, 

and you continue to be with us every moment… [wait a couple of beats] 
every breath… [wait a couple of beats] 

every step. [the heartbeat tapping fades away] 
Hear this assurance from God: 

 

[sing to the tune of Amazing Grace… if you aren’t comfortable singing it, you can say it] 
Be still, O heart, you’re not alone, 

your beat is shared with me. 
Come now, and calm, and center here, 

you’re mine, secure and free. 
 

We have been holding back our touch with those not in our inner family circle for a while now. And so we pick up our 
heart stone, sometimes called a “worry stone,” and let our touch on its surface remind us that God’s touch is within 

us, between us, and around us. 
As close and real as this object is in our hands right now, is how close Love is to us always.  

Let us imagine letting go of our worries for now into God’s heart of love. 
We offer a prayer song of letting go: 

 

[sing to the tune of Amazing Grace… if you aren’t comfortable singing it, you can say it] 
Into your care, we offer now, 
our worries, fears and strife. 

We turn to you and know you’re near– 
Your light, our love and life. 

 

Let’s light our candles now and set our heart worry stones next to it. 
[Light the candle/candles you have on your table  

and put your stone(s) around the base of it] 



Weekly order of worship: 
1. READ weekly scriptures* 
2. SHARE with family members, a friend or write in a journal about the weekly themes.* 
3. LISTEN to a suggested or a favorite song related to the weekly theme.* 
4. PRAY: Take a moment and say out loud the names of people you wish were right there next to you today. As we 

name them, they are present with us in our hearts…We also want to call to mind, the people we cannot name, 
whose names we do not know. But we know they need our prayers and God’s comfort.  

 

For those who have lost loved ones 
For those who are sick and recovering 

For those who are caring for loved ones who are sick at home 
For those who are caring for persons in medical care 

For those who are separated from loved ones 
For those who are feeling alone and isolated 

For those who are helping and are so very tired 
For those who are struggling to find friends, food, and comfort 

For those who are afraid [add other categories as feels right for you] 
 

We also give thanks and praise for the following today 
God, we lift up all of your beloved children and we thank you for the new life we have in you. Receive us as your 

faithful disciples and guide us in all that we do. Amen.  
  

5. ACT: Read and create a plan on how you will allow this theme to transform your living.* 
6. BENEDICTION: (based on Psalm 16)  

 

As we close this time together, remember:  
God is always with you. No matter what you face,  
no matter what trials or hardships come your way,  

God is right beside you, whispering “Peace be with you,”  
guiding and directing your path.  
So do not live in fear, but in joy.  

Take heart! This is the heart of the matter. Amen. 
 
* These items will change each week. Check below for the weekly information. 
 

April 19: With Glad Hearts: Psalm 16: 5-11, John 20:19-23 
SHARE about what sights, sounds, words, and actions, (nature, birds, taking a walk, for example) are things that act 
in your life as a “voice in your ear” that says, “Peace be with you.” When have you felt peace this week? Or if you 
haven’t experienced much peace, what do you have in your memory as something that brings you peace? 
LISTEN to the below song or choose one that you have that signifies peace in your heart.    
   “Give Peace to Every Heart (Da Pacem Cordium)” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMo-HSg388E 
ACT: What message does the world need? Perhaps you will decide to create a way to let more and more people 
know the message of Christ, “You are not alone. I am here. Peace be with you.” What can we do to create more 
peace in our household, in our family, in our relationships with those we cannot be with right now? How can we offer 
peace to those who are working so hard right now? How can we offer peace to those who feel no peace or comfort? 
Make your own plan today. 

 

April 26: Straight from the Heart: Luke 24:13-35, 1 Peter 1:17-23 
SHARE what have you found yourself saying to people “straight from the heart” in the last few weeks that you didn’t 
say as much before? Have you heard or seen something this week that felt loving? Or if you can’t think of something 
from this week, what do you have in your memory as something that was loving? 
LISTEN to a song that reminds you of God’s love. One suggestion is: 
   “The Gift of Love”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZza7fUXlP4  
ACT: What message does the world need? Perhaps you will decide to create a way to let more and more people 
know the message of Christ, “You are not alone. I am here. I love you straight from the heart.” What can we do to 
create more love in our household, in our family, in our relationships with those we cannot be with right now? How 
can we offer love to those who are working so hard right now? How can we offer love to those who feeling short on 
love, peace or comfort? Make your own plan today. 
 

May 3, 2020: Hearts Overflowing: Psalm 23, John 10:1-10 
SHARE how Jesus talks about listening to the Shepherd, not to the things that “rob” us of our well-being. Who or 
what have you found to be a “voice of the Shepherd,” giving you a sense of well-being and abundance in this time? 
What things are “thieves,” threatening to rob you of a sense of calm and trust? Or if you can’t think of something from 
this week, what do you have in your memory as something that offers abundance? 
LISTEN to a song that reminds you of God’s care for you or  
Shepherd Me, O God”  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0kxWXHETlU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMo-HSg388E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZza7fUXlP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0kxWXHETlU


ACT: What message does the world need? Perhaps you will decide to create a way to let more and more people 
know the message of Christ, “You are not alone. I am here. My love is overflowing with love for you.” What can we 
do to create more well-being in our household, in our family, in our relationships with those we cannot be with right 
now? How can we offer abundance to those who are working so hard right now? How can we offer abundance to 
those who feeling short on calm? Make your own plan today. 

 

May 10, 2020: Connecting Hearts: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16, John 14:1-3 
SHARE about how you are finding strength, hope, love and peace in these days. In this week’s scripture, we are 
invited to trust in God, the rock, and to take a break from worry. Are you finding it difficult to let go of worry, to take a 
break? What have you witnessed this week that helped you feel an ongoing and steadfast love that was comforting? 
Or if you can’t think of something from this week, what do you have in your memory as something or someone that 
offered comfort? 
LISTEN to a song that helps you connect your heart with God and neighbor.  
ACT: What message does the world need? Perhaps you will decide to create a way to let more and more people 
know the message of Christ, “You are not alone. I am here. Do not let your heart be troubled.” What can we do to 
create more comfort in our household, in our family, in our relationships with those we cannot be with right now? How 
can we offer comfort to those who are working so hard right now? How can we offer comfort to anyone who is feeling 
anxious? Make your own plan today. 
 

May 17, 2020: Kept in Our Hearts: John 14:15-21, 1 Peter 3:13-16a 
SHARE about how we are finding strength, hope, love and peace in these days. In this week’s scripture, we are 
encouraged to obey Christ’s commands, which is to love God, to love neighbor, and to love ourselves. What have 
you done lately to honor the holy in you– to love yourself, and take care of yourself? Have you witnessed people 
doing the right thing for others? Or if you can’t think of something from this week, what do you have in your memory 
as something or someone that showed the Christ in them? 
LISTEN to a song that challenges you to see the Holy in yourself or try  
   “Holy, Holy, Holy (Santo, Santo, Santo)” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dnq_laQQlyY  
ACT: What message does the world need? Perhaps you will decide to create a way to let more and more people 
know the message of Christ, “You are not alone. I am here. And my Spirit is your Helper!” What can we do to create 
more love in our household, in our family, in our relationships with those we cannot be with right now? How can we 
offer our hearts to those who are working so hard right now? How can we tell others that we have hope? Make your 
own plan today. 
 

May 24, 2020: Open the Eyes of My Heart: Luke 24: 44-53, Ephesians 1: 15-23 
SHARE about how we are finding strength, hope, love and peace in these days. Let’s share today about a new way 
of seeing  with our hearts, with an eye of heightened gratitude. What do you see when you look around with “the 
eyes of a grateful heart”? Does it offer you a new perspective? What else are you grateful for at this moment? What 
do you want to “elevate” in your commitment to make the world a better place? 
LISTEN to a song that challenges you to see the world in a new way or  
   “Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vnqb7Vn4AEE  
ACT: What message does the world need? Perhaps you will decide to create a way to let more and more people 
know the message of Christ, “You are not alone. I am here. You are beautiful in the eyes of God’s heart.” What can 
we do to create more “heart-full-ness” in our household, in our family, in our relationships with those we cannot be 
with right now? How can we offer our hearts to those who are working so hard right now? How can we tell others that 
we have hope? Make your own plan today. 
 

May 31, 2020: The Heart of the Matter (Pentecost): Acts 2:1-21, John 7:37-39 
Red is the color of Pentecost and the color of hearts. You may want to dress in red for this special day, a color that 

represents the fire of the Spirit that came to the early church on Pentecost. Younger members of the family can also 
be ready for the Acts scripture reading with crepe paper or fabric strips as “tongues of fire.” 

SHARE about how we are finding strength, hope, love and peace in these days. Consider what is it that is pouring 
from your heart today? What is it that your heart is on fire for? What winds of change you want to blow through your 
life? Finally, what do you feel is at the heart of the matter of life? 
LISTEN to a song that motivates you to live an active loving faith or  
   “There’s a Spirit of Love in This Place” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDrkbo8rIbg  
ACT: What message does the world need? Perhaps you will decide to create a way to let more and more people 
know the message of Christ, “You are not alone. I am here. You have the fire of my love in your heart forever!” What 
can we do to create more “heart-full-ness” in our household, in our family, in our relationships with those we cannot 
be with right now? How can we offer our hearts to those who are working so hard right now? How can we tell others 
that we with make it through? Make your own plan today. 
 
 

Worship guide adapted from © www.worshipdesignstudio.com/series. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dnq_laQQlyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vnqb7Vn4AEE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDrkbo8rIbg


Eager Readers Book Club 
 

Third Wednesday of the month, April - October  
@ 7:00 pm. In the church parlor 

 

The Eager Readers will try for a meeting on May 20, 
2020 discussing, The Giver of Stars by JoJo Moyers. 
And June 17, 2020 will be A Dog's Promise by Bruce 
Cameron led by Gloria Leech. For questions of more 
information: Jane Hankins, 419-991-8501 

Friday Morning Book Club 
Third Friday of each month  

(except July & August) 
@ 9:30 am in Conference Room #1 

 

May 15, 2020 ~ Meeting Cancelled 
 

June 12, 2020 ~ To Be Decided 
Book Selection Gathering for 2020-2021 

Book Club Schedules! 

Attention Youth!   
 
Join us on Sunday evenings for the Youth online 
Google meet meetings at 4:30 until 6:00pm. 
 

???? Questions contact Kyle Ley. 

United Methodist Women 
 
The Trinity United Methodist Women will 
be putting all meetings on hold until 
further notice. 
 

West Ohio Conference UMW will hold Mission u at 

Otterbein University has been cancelled. 
 

For more information contact Sharon Wildermuth at    
419-999-6461. 

 

For more information on United Methodist Women visit 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/. 

Breakfast Update 
     
Many thanks to the Trinity members who supplied plastic 
bags to enable us to continue serving much needed hot 
breakfasts to the community.   
 
Since the sheltering order on March 15th, we have 
served around 65 take-out meals each Sunday, as a 
cooperative effort of Trinity UMC, the Latino Church, and 
the German Baptist Church, each time utilizing health 
precautions of limited number of servers, distancing, 
sanitizers, gloves, and masks.   
 
We appreciate the sacrifices and efforts of many to 
continue feeding the hungry on Sunday mornings, 
especially during these challenging times.  Praise God for 
his willing servants!                

Pastor John   

Temporary Schedule 
 

Sunday Mornings  
 

8:30-9:30 am  
   "Breakfast To Go" ~ served by a small crew of 
healthy volunteers.  
 

10:30 am  
   Online Worship (see below for online link) 
 

12:00 pm  
    Radio Broadcast 1150AM~WIMA 
 

Tuesday ~  April 28  
 

6:30pm  ~ Taco Tuesday Talk with Trinity 
For those interested in gathering via Zoom for casual 
conversation to check in with others from Trinity we will 
meet on Tuesday, April 28th. The meeting ID is 
9576351366 and the meeting password is Trinity301.  If 
you would like a link sent directly to you via text or email, 
please contact Pastor Megan.  

  
Thursdays 

 

7:30 pm ~  Online Piano Café with Dean.   
Please send song requests to  d-altstaetter@onu.edu 
ahead of time so he doesn't have to look the songs up as 
he is playing. (see below for online link) 
  
 
Worship services available: 
 

Online Worship and Piano Café: 
https://limatrinityumc.online.church 
  
Website:  Audio recording  Click here.  Or go to  
limatrinityumc.org, click on Spiritual Resources, click on 
2020 Sermons, select the recording you wish to listen to. 

    Chimes Deadlines 

To submit articles for the Chimes 

contact the church office or email  

sheritumc@gmail.com 

Sunday May 17, 2020 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 

Sunday, July 12, 2020 

mailto:d-altstaetter@onu.edu
https://limatrinityumc.online.church
https://www.limatrinityumc.org/copy-of-sermons-2019
limatrinityumc.org


Keeping In Touch 
 

During this time of quarantine, we would like to remember our shut-ins.  If you have the time, please send a card or call 
one of our shut-ins.  If letters A-E would send to the first group, F-N the second group and O-Z the third group, we should 
get everyone covered.  Thank you so much!  

Group 1 
Ruth Werling 
264 Swallow Ct. 
Cridersville, OH 45806        
419-738-6693 
 
Larry & Mim Hone 
Primrose 
3500 W. Elm St., #212 
Lima, OH 45805    
419-227-3650 
 
Louise Perry 
Primrose 
3500 W. Elm St .#213 
Lima, OH 45805  
   
Audrey Roethlisberger 
Primrose 
3500 W. Elm St., #201 
Lima, OH 45805    
419-331-4822 
 
Jean Wright 
Primrose 
3500 W. Elm St., #202 
Lima, OH 45805    
419-222-8440 
 
Ed & Karen Elmquist 
3190 Makley Dr. 
Lima, OH 45805    
419-999-4923 
 
Ralph & Sharon Bennett 
308 N. Nixon, 
Lima, OH 45805    
419-229-0307 
 
Perry Converse 
3714 Malibu 
Lima, OH 45805  
419-227-4187 

 

 Group 2 
Myrtle Dell  
Lochhaven 
1640 Allentown Rd. 
Lima OH 45805   
 419-991-1253 
 
Evelyn Monfort  
1660 Sunrise Dr. 
Lima, OH 45805    
419-999-3313 
 
D.J. Kohler  
Otterbein 
101 Red Oak Circle 
Cridersville, OH 45806    
419/645-4094 
 
Miriam Bandy 
Primrose  
3500 W. Elm St., #228,  
Lima, OH 45805    
419-229-6624 
 
Clay & Shirley Davis 
Elmcroft  
2075 N. Eastown Rd., #325 
Lima OH 45805    
419-999-3919 
 
Velma Allen 
The Meadows 
755 Ottawa Rd. 
Kalida, OH 45853 
 
Nancy Kuhn 
116 Steeplechase 
Elida, OH 45807   
419-331-8953 
  
Val Thompson 
720 N. Nixon 
Lima, OH 45805   
419-227-1524 

Group 3 
Paul Sprague 
Lima Convalescent Home 
1650 Allentown Rd. 
Lima, OH 45805 
 
Jack & Joyce Pugh 
Lochhaven 
1640 Allentown Rd. 
Lima OH 45805    
419-223-7131 
 
Ruth Metzger 
Otterbein 
101 Red Oak Circle, Skilled 328, 
Cridersville, OH 45806 
 
Doris Tobin 
Otterbein 
101 Red Oak Circle, Apt. 101,  
Cridersville, OH 45806    
419-645-5350 
 
Peg Griffith 
Primrose 
3500 W. Elm St., #113 
Lima, OH 45805    
419-999-3322 
 
Janie Smith 
Cridersville Care Center 
603 E. Main St. 
Cridersville, OH 45806 
 
Lvera Sprague 
Primrose 
3500 W. Elm St., #201 
Lima, OH 45805    
281-253-8151 

 

Ministry Collection 

 
Churches United Pantry (CUP)  

 May ~ Soup 
 

Center for Creative Child Care  

 Chief Receipts, “Community Cash” program. 

“Community Cash” Only receipts dated from 

September 2019 thru May 2020 will be accepted.  
 

Community Breakfast  

 Bread wrappers 
 

Liberty Arts Magnet 

 Box Tops for Education  
 

All above items are collected at the       

Welcome Center in the narthex. 

Couples’ Journey Gathering 
 

Couples Journey not meet in May.  

Watch for further information of upcoming gatherings. 

Questions about the Couples’ Journey?  Call or email 
Deb Schroeder (419) 229-6922 or 

schroederdeb@outlook.com for more information.  

Free Store News 

 
Trinity’s Free Stores remain closed until further notice.   
 
Trinity’s Free Store, Fellowship Hall 
 

Trinity’s Free Store, Y-Annex  

mailto:schroederdeb@outlook.com


 

Beth and Matt Cunningham on the birth of Evelyn Grace 
on April 10.  Proud grandparents are Owen and Muriel 
Moore. 

Congratulations to... 

Thanks for the calls and cards you have been making 
and sending to members of our church family who are 
homebound or in care facilities. 

Pastor John 

Notes of Thanks 

May Anniversaries  50 years + 

Bob & Shirley Brause ~ May 16 ~ 61 years 

Charles & Charlene Dille ~ May 24 ~ 56 years 

Trinity Family News & Notes . . . 

Doris Tobin ~ May 18 ~ 99 

Velma Allen ~ May 11 ~ 98 

May Birthdays  90 + 

Hospitalized since last Chimes 

Ann Mulder, Wilma Davis, James Booth 

Trinity expresses our deepest sympathy to... 

Larry (Judy) Huber and family on the death of 
his brother Terry Huber on April 8. 

Martha (Clyde) Neinas and family on the death 
of her mother Clara Long on April 6. 

Kristin (Rick) Lee and family on the death of her 
father John Fisher on April 8.   

Penny (Kyle) Apkarian death of her sister, Judy 
on April 10. 

The family and friends of Loueva Dick.  Loueva 
died on April 15. 

 

 
March 2020 Budget Actual Budget Actual 

Income $28,591.26    

Expenses $30,212.56    

Difference  + / - - $ 1,621.30    

Church Budget Status Year to Date Monthly 

Information not available at this time. 
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Sunday Mornings  

 

8:30-9:30 am  
   Community Breakfast ~ served on a “to go” basis. 
 

10:30 am   
   Online Worship (see below for online link) 
 

12:00 pm  
   Radio Broadcast 1150AM~WIMA 
 
 

Thursdays 
7:30 pm 
   Online Piano Café with Dean  
     (see below for online link) 
 
 
Worship services available: 
 

Online Worship and Piano Café: 
 https://limatrinityumc.online.church 
 

Website:  Audio recording  Click here.   
Or go to  limatrinityumc.org, click on 
Spiritual Resources, click on 2020 Sermons, 
select the recording you wish to listen to. 

   The audio recordings are posted as they become available.   
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